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GOLD ROYALTY RATE INCREASE — IMPACT 

474. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s written commitment to the gold industry in February 2015 supporting a disallowance 
motion opposing an increase in the gold royalty. Does he stand by his written commitment to the industry or does 
he no longer care about the jobs of hardworking Western Australians employed in the gold sector? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The member for Dawesville was not here at that time and I am unaware of any disallowance that came before 
Parliament. Maybe he needs to go back and learn a few things before he comes in here and asks questions. If that 
is the best the member for Dawesville can do, he has a lot to learn. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Of course, he is one of only two new members of the Liberal Party in this house, and I want 
to give those two new members of the Liberal Party in this house a short lesson on the history that is the last eight 
and a half years. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The party that they represent in this house was the most irresponsible government in the 
history of this country. We are now trying to fix the mess that it left behind. We heard just a moment ago from the 
Treasurer that it is not just us saying it; the Productivity Commission pointed out that the former government’s 
financial mismanagement was to a large degree responsible for the situation confronting our state today. 

As I indicated in my answer to an earlier question, I understand that in the time since the mining royalty review 
was conducted a few years ago and in the time since the former Premier, who, I can see, is now advising the 
member for Dawesville on his question, said that the gold industry was getting away with murder in the state—he 
said that the gold industry is getting away with murder; I have not used language of that degree—the increase in 
the price of gold has been over $200 an ounce and our increase in royalty is a net $14 an ounce. If members 
opposite think the gold industry cannot afford that, they are living in cloud-cuckoo-land. If they think that the 
executives whose bonuses are bigger than the entire royalty increase their company will pay cannot afford that, 
again they are irresponsible and are living in cloud-cuckoo-land. In recent weeks we have seen example after 
example of the gold industry investing, seeking new initiatives across the goldfields—having huge interest, 
nationally and internationally, in investment in this state after the announcement of the increase in the gold royalty. 
The campaign being run by the gold industry and the Chamber of Minerals and Energy is nothing short of 
irresponsible scaremongering. I think the vast majority of the membership of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy 
knows it. The vast majority of the business community in Western Australia understands it. They all know that the 
state needs some budget repair measures. They all know that the burden cannot fall on just households. Everyone 
knows that mums and dads across the community cannot be the only ones who pay for budget repair. The only 
people who are not listening to this message are the Liberal Party in Western Australia and its friends in the 
National Party. It is gross irresponsibility of members on that side of the house, who claim to be the upholders of 
tradition and convention, to go against all convention and vote down this royalty increase. It is grossly 
irresponsible. The Leader of the Opposition, who was a supporter of this and who understands that this is an 
important measure in budget repair, should hang his head in shame. He is prepared to double back on everything 
he ever stood for in order to hold his job for another year. That is all this is. It is disgraceful and embarrassing that 
the Liberal Party is prepared to sacrifice everything and deny the fact that it was responsible for what took place 
for him to just hold his job for another year. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Why did you lie? 
Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: The inappropriate comment by the Leader of the Opposition should be withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER: Do you withdraw, Leader of the Opposition? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I withdraw. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
The SPEAKER: Have you finished, Premier? 
Mr M. McGowan: I have finished. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 October 2017] 

 p4291b-4292a 
Mr Zak Kirkup; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [2] 

 


	GOLD ROYALTY RATE INCREASE — IMPACT

